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morning; so we resolved to set out. But, before quitting this castle, where we have been so well entertained, let me give a short description of it.
Along the edge of the rock, there arc the remains of a wall, which is now covered with ivy. A square court is formed by buildings of different ages, particularly some towers, said to be of great antiquity; and at one place there is a row of false cannon of stone'. There is a very large unfinished pile, four stories high, which we were told was here when Lcoif, the first of this family, came from the Isle of Man, married the heiress of the M'Crails, the ancient possessors of Dunvegan, and afterwards acquired by conquest as much land as he had got by marriage. lie surpassed the house of Austria; for he was fclix both bclla gcrcrc et ntibere'. John Brcck M'Leod, the grandfather of the late laird, began to repair the castle, or rather to complete it:
may happen.' J'/t'ssi Letters, i. 148. On Oct. 15 he wrote to Mr. Thrale:—' Having for many weeks had no letter, my longings un: very great to bo informed how all things arc at home, as you and mistress allow mi! to call it... I beg to have my thoughts set at rest by a letter from you or my mistress.' .///, p. r6rt. Sec ante, iii. 5,
1 Sir Walter Scott thus describes Dunvegan in 1814:—'The whole castle occupies a precipitous mass of rock overhanging the lake, divided by two or three islands in that place, which form a snug little harbour under the Willis. There is a court-yard looking out upon the sea, protected by a battery, at least a succession of embrasures, for only two guns are pointed, mid these unlit for service. The ancient entrance rose up a (light of steps cut in the rock, and passed into this court-yard through a portal, but this is now demolished. You land under the castle, and walking round I'nul yourself in front of it, Tin's was originally inaccessible, for n brook coining down on the one side, a chasm of the rocks on the other, and a ditch in front, made it impervious. Hut the late Maclcoel built a bridge over tho .stream, and the present laird is exec ut.i tiff an entrance suitable to the character of this remarkable fortalice, by making a portal between two advanced towers, and an outer court, from which he proposes to throw a drawbridge over to the high rock in front of the castle.' Loclchart's Scott, cd. 1839, iv. 303.
."             'lielki gerant alii; tu, felix Austria, nubc;
£)n;i: dat Mars aliis, clat tibi rcgna Venus.'
but
